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Post Covid: The New Norms

Written By Hu WeiXiang / English translation by Hu Yuhan

Since January, Covid-19 has changed our lives drastically. In Singapore, we progressed from advisory measures,
escalated to strict "Circuit Breaker" and safe distancing rules, and are now here with the new norms. Needless to say,
each phase has greatly impacted all aspects of our lives.

After some comparison, these are the changes Covid-19 has brought into my life. I’'m sure some of you can relate to

these as well.

At home.

Before: A singlet and shorts at
home, dress shirt and pants at work,
T-shirt and jeans when out.

After: Singlet and shorts, every time,
everywhere.

No fashion trend can beat a
pandemic!

Before: My kids tell their mother:
"Mummy, | have CCA today, I'm
not coming home for lunch." and
she replies, "Okay, see you in the
evening!"

After: My kids tell their mother:
"Mummy, | have HBL later, need

to eat lunch earlier!" and she cries,
"Huh? I'm stillin a ZOOM meeting!"

With kids on HBL and parents on
WFH, everyone is online now!

At work.

Before: Boss, | have something on
tomorrow, may | have your approval
to work from home?

After: Boss, | have something on
tomorrow, may | have your approval
to work in the office?

| even have to prepare an explanation
before going to the office, in case |
run into a MOM inspector!

Before: 6PM, time to go home!
After: It's 6PM, why hasn't this Zoom
meeting ended?!

Isn’t technology supposed to increase

efficiency? Why are my working hours
longer now?

Before: Submit your work permit to
work at the job site.

After: Submit your SWAB test results
before you enter the site!

Oh well, staying healthy is still more

important than work. It only takes one
infected person to make everyone
lose their jobs!

Careers.

Before: Shanghai today, Paris
tomorrow, | wish | could fly around
like an air steward.

After: Yishun today, Jurong
tomorrow. With all that walking,

air steward-turned-safe distancing
ambassador can be seen everywhere.

Walking around is better than sitting
at home with no income.

Business.

Before: Buses full of foreigners
(tourists) arrive at Orchard, Sentosa
and Marina Bay Sands for shopping.
The shopping malls are packed and
business is on the rise!

After: Buses send foreigners (foreign
workers) to ports, stadiums and
exhibition halls for quarantine. The
venues are packed, and confirmed
cases are on the rise.

Same same, but different.

Before: On a busy street, as long as
the shops are open, there will always
be customers.

After: Online, the shops are always
open. Shop as you wish anywhere
and anytime.

Crowds are now found not on the
street, but on the web!

Going out.

Before: Oh no, | forgot my wallet!
After: Oh no, | forgot my mask!
Without a wallet, | can’t spend money.
Without a mask, I'll spend money for
sure! (pay a fine)

Before: Oh no, that shopping mall had
a huge lucky draw, why didn’t | go?
After: Aiyo, that shopping mall had a
confirmed case, luckily, | didn’t go!

What do prizes and Covid-19 have in
common? You'll get it if you're "lucky’!

Social activities.

Before: This is Mr Zhang, and this is
Ms Tan, let's shake hands.

After: This is Mr Zhang, and this is Ms
Tan, just a quick nod will do, please
stay 1m apart!

As the saying goes, distance makes
the heart grow fonder.

Before: Here's to our friendship!
Cheers! (raises glass to friends)
After: Here’s to our friendship!
Cheers! (raises glass to Zoom video
camera)

The best wines are the ones we
drink with friends, regardless of the
distance apart.

For now, these new
experiences have settled
into our new norms.

While it may take some
getting used to, let’s stay
happy and cherish every
moment in life. The virus
may have barged into our
lives, but we cannot let it
stop us from truly living!

Notes: Chinese version &1& 2 J5 5 &
Bwritten by Mr. Hu WeiXiang #i{F#]
(Youth group member), and English
translation by WeiXiang’s dauther Miss
Hu Yuhanzf 5%, (a scholarship winner
in secondary group).
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